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SERMON L.

Chriftians, Temples of the living God.

2 Cor. vi. i6,

Te are the temple of the living Gcd,
*

ISAIAH, rpeaking of the glory of gofpel days, faid, "^^ Men
have not heard nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the

-eye feen, O God, befides thee, what he hath prepared for

him that waiteth for him.*' Chap. Ixiv. 4. Could a world

]ying in the wicked one^ be really convinced of this, they

would need no other motive to induce them to renounce

themfelves, take up their crofs, and follow Jesus Christ.

And had believers this truth always deeply imprefled upon

their fouls, they could not but abftain from every evil, be con-

tinually afpiring after every good ; and in a word, ufe all

.diligence to walk worthy of Him who hath called them to his

kingdom and glory. If I miftake not, that is the jend pur-

pofed by the apoftle Paul^ in the words of the text, " Ye are

the temple of the living God." Words originally dire'^led to

the church of Corinth, but which equally belong to us, and

to our children, and to as many as the Lord our God fhall

call. To give you the true meaning of, and then practically

to improve them, flikll be my endeavour in the following

<lifcouffe.

Firji, I fiiall endeavour to give you the true meaning of thefe

words, '' Ye arc the temple of the living God." The
cxpreffion undoubtedly is metaphorical, or figurative : but

Vol. VI. 5 un^der
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under the metaphor, fomething real, and of infinite im-

portance, is to be undcrftood. And there feems to be a

manifeft allufion, not cniy to what we call temples or churches

in o-eneral, but to the "Jewijh ietiiple in particular. I truft,

that but few, if any here, need be informed, that the prepa-

rations for this edifice were exceedingly grand, that it was

modelled and built by a divine order, and when compleated,

was feparatcd from common ufes, and dedicated to the fervicc

of the incomprehennble Jehovah, with the utmofl folemnity.

It is thus that chriftians are '^ the temple of the living

GoDj" of Father, Son, and Holy Ghofl ; they who once held

a confultation to create, are all equally concerned in making

preparations for, and eflFc(^ual!y bringing about the redemption

of man. The Father creates, the Son redeems, and the

Holy Ghoft fancStifies all the ele£l: people of God. Being

loved from eternity, they are elFedlually called in time, they

are chofen out of the world, and not only by an external

formal dedication at baptifm, or at the Lord's fupper, but by

a free, voluntary, unconftrained oblation, they devote

themfelves, fpirit, foul, and body, to the entire fervice of Kim,

who hath loved and given himfeif for them.

This is true and undefiled religion before God our heavenly

Father : This is the real chriftian's reafenable fcrvice^ or, as

fome think the word imports, this is the fervice required of us

in the word of God. It Implies no lefs than a total renuncia<^

tion of the world ; in fnort, turns the chriflian's whole life

into one continued facrifice of love to God j fo that, " whether

he eats or drinks, he does all to his glory." Not that I

would hereby infmuate, that to be chriftians, or to keep to the

words of our text, in order to be temples of the living God,

we muft become hermits, or fliut ourftlves up in nunneries or

cloyfters ; this be far from me ! No. The rellgioii, which

this bible in my hand prefcribes, is a focial religion, a religion

equally pra£licab'e by high and low, rich and poor, and

which abfolutcly requires a due difcbarge of all relative duties,

ia whatfoever ftate of life God fhall be pleafcd to place and

continue us,

K That
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That fome, in all ages of the church, have literally feparated

themfelves from the world, and from a fincere defire to fave

their fouls, and attain higher degrees of chrillian ptfrfeiSlion,

have wholly devoted themfelves to folitude and retirement, is

what I make no doubt of. But then fuch a zeal is in no wife

according to knowledge ; for private chriftians, as well as

minifters, are faid to be *' the fait of the earth, and the lights

of the world," and are commanded to " let their light Ihine

before men/' But how can this be done, if we fliut ourfelves

up, and thereby entirely exclude ourfelves from all manner
of converfation with the world ? Or fuppofing we could take

the wings of the morning, and fly into the mod diftant and

defolate parts of the earth, what would this avail us, unlefs

we could agree with a wicked heart and wicked tempter not

to purfue and jnoleft us there ?

So far fliould we be from thus getting eafe and comfort,

that I believe we fhould on the contrary foon find by our

experience the truth of what a hermit himfelf once told me,

that a tree which (lands by itfelf, is moft expofed and liable

to the ftrongeft blafts. When our Saviour was to be tempted

by the devil, he was led by the Spirit into the wildernefs.

How contrary this to their pradice, who go into a wildernefs

•to avoid temptation ! Surely fuch are unmindful of the

petition put up for us by our blcfled Lord, <' Father, I pray

not that thou wouldft take them out of the world, but that

thou wouldft keep them from the evil." This then is to bs

a chriftian indeed ; to be in the world, and yet not of it ; to

have our hands, according to our refpeclive ftations in life,

employed on earth, and our hearts at the fame time fixed on

things above. Then, indeed, are we " temples of the living

God," when with a humble boldnefs, we can fay with a

great and good foldier of Jesus Christ, we. are the fame

in the parlour, as we are in the clofet ; and can at night

throw oft' our cares, as we throw off" cur cloaths ; and being

at peace with the world, ourfelves, and God, arc indifferent

whether we fleep or die.

Farther, the Jewifh temple was a houfe of prayer. '' My
houfe (fays the Great Gud) ftiall be called a houfe of prayer :"

S 2 and
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and implies that the hearts of true believers 'are the feats of

prayer. For this end was it built, and adorned with fuch fur-

niture. Solomon^ in that admirable prayer which he put up to

God at the dedication of the temple, faith, <' Hearken therefore

unto the fupplication of thy fervanr, and of thy people Ifrael^

which they fliall make towards this place." And hence I

fuppofe it was that Daniel^ that man greatly beloved, in the

time of captivity, *' prayed as aforetime three times a day with

his face towards the temple," And what was faid of the firfr,

our Lord applies to the fecond temple, " My houfe {hall be

called a houfe of prayer." On this account alfo, true

believers may be ftiled, " the temple of the living God."
For being wholly devoted and dedicated to God, evtn a God
in Christ, their heart becomes the feats of prayer, from

whence, as io many living altars, a perpetual facrifice of

prayer and praife (like unto, tho* infinitely fuperior to the

perpetual oblation under the Mofaic difpenfation) is conti-

nually afcending, and ofFcred up, to the Father of Mercies,

the God of all Confolations. Such, and fuch only, who
thus worfnip GoD in the temple of their hearts, can truly be

faid to be made priefts unto God, or be ftiled a royal prieft-

hood ; fuch, and fuch only, can truly be ftiled, ^' the temple

of the living God," becaufe fuch only pray to him, as one

exprefles it, in the temple of their hearts, and confequently

vvorfhip him in fpirit and in truth.

Let no one fay that fuch a devotion is impracticable, or at

lead only pra6iicabie by a few, and thofe fuch who have

nothing to do with the common affairs of life ; for this is the

common duty and privilege of all true chriflians. " To pray

without ceafing," and '' to rejoice in the Lord always," are

precepts equally obligatory on all that name the name of

Christ. And though it muft be owned, that it is hard for

perfons that are immerfed in the world, to ferve the Lord
without diftra6lion ; and though wc muft confefs, that the

lamp of devotion, even in the beft of faints, fometimes burns

too dimly, yet thofe who are the temple of the living God,
find prayer to be their very element : And when thofe v/ho

make this objection, once come to love prayer, as fome un-

happy
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happy men love fwearlng, they will Had no more difficulty in

praying to, and praifing God always, than thefe unhappy

creatures do in curfing and fwearing always. What hath

been advanced, is far from being a itate peculiar to perfons

wholly retired from the world.

My brethren, the love of God is all in all. When once

pofTefled of this, as we certainly muft be, if we are " the

temple of the living God," meditation, prayer, praife, and

other fpiritual exercifes, become habitual and delightful. When
once touched with this divine magnet, for ever after the foul

feels a divine attraction, and continually turns to its centre,

God ; and if diverted therefrom, by any fudden or violent

temptation, yet when that obftrudlion is removed, like as a

needle touched by a loadftone when your finger is taken away,

turns to its reft, its centre, its God, its All, again.

The Jewifh temple was alfo a place where the Great

Jehovah was pleafed in a more immediate manner to refide.

Hence, he is faid to put and record his name there, and to fit

or dwell between the cherubims ; and when Solomon firft

dedicated it, we are told, " the houfe was filled with a

cloudj fo that the priefts could not ftand to minifter by reafon

of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled the houfe."

And wherefore all this amazing manifeftation of the Divine

Glory ? Even for this, O man, to fhew thee how the High
and Lofty One thacinhabiteth eternity, would make believers

hearts his living temple, and dwell and malce his abode in all

thofe that tremble at his word.

To this, the apoftle more particularly alludes in the words

immediately following our text ; for having called the

Corinthians " the temple of the living God," he sdds, " as

God hath faid, I v.'ill dwell in them, and I v/ill walk in them,

and I will be their God, and they fhall be my people."

Strange and ftrong expreffions thefe ! But firange and ftrong

as they are, rriuft be experienced by all who are indeed '* the

temple of the living God." For they are faid, to be " chofen

to be a holy habitation through the Spirit j to dwell in God,
S 3 and
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and God in them ; to have the witnefs in themfelves, and

to have God's Spirit witncffing with their fpirits that they arc

the children of God." Which expreflions import no more

or lefs, than that prayer of our Lord vrhich he put up for

his church and people a little before his bitter palTion, " That

they may be one, even as we are one, I in them, and thou

in mc, that they may be made perfeft in one :" This glori-

ous pafTage our church adopts in her excellent communion

office, and is fo far from thinking that this v^ras only the pri-

vileo^e of the apoftles, that fhe afTerts in the ftrongeft terms>

that it is the privilege of every worthy communicant. For

then (fays fhe) if we receive the facrament worthily, we are

one with Christ, and Christ is one with us -, we dwell in

Christ, and Christ in us. And what is it, but that in-

fpiration of the Holy Spirit, which we pray for in the begin-

ning of that office, and that fellow/hip of the Holy Ghoft,

which the minifter, in the conclufion of every day's public

prayer, entreats the Lord to be with us all evermore ?

Brethren, the time would fail me to mention all the fcrlp-

tures, and the various branches of our liturgy, articles, and

homilies, that fpeak of this ineftimable blelfing, the indwell-

ing of the blefTed Spirit, whereby we do indeed become, " the

temples of the living God." If you have eyes that fee, or

ears that hear, you may view it almoft in every page of the

lively oracles, and every part of thofe offices, which fome of you

daily ufe, and hear read to you, in the public worfhip of Al-

mighty God. In allerting therefore this dodrine, we do not

vent the whimfies of a difordered brain, and heated imagi-

nation ; neither do we broach any new do£lrines, or fet up

the peculiar opinions of any particular (td: or denomination

of chriftians whatfoever ; but we fpeak the words of truth

and fobernefs, we (hew you the right and good old way, even

that, in which the articles of all the reformed churches, and

all ilncere chriftians of all parties, however differing in other

refpecls, do univerfally agree. We are now infifting upon a

point, which may properly be termed the chriftiany/;//'^^^/^,

fomething which is the grand criterion of our moft holy re-

, Ijgion i and on account of which, the holy Ignatiusy one of

the



C ^19 ]

the firft fathers of the church, was ufcd to flilc himfclf a

hearer of God^ and the people to whom he wrote, bearers of

God : For this, as it is recorded of him, he was arraigned

before Trajan^ who imperioufly faid, Where is this man, that

fays, he carries God about with him. With an humble

boldnefs he anfwered, I am he, and then quoted the paflage

in the text " Ye are the temple of the living God ; as God
hath faid, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I

will be their God, and they {hall be my people." Upon
this, to cure him of his enthufiafm, he was condemned to be

devoured by lions.

Blefied be GoD ! we are not in danger of being called be-

fore fuch perfecuting Trojans now : under our prefent nii'd

and happy adminiftration, the fcourge of the tongue is all

that they can legally lafh us with. But if permitted to go

farther, we need not be afhamed of witnefTing this good con-

feflion. SufFering grace will be given for fuffering times ; and

if, Ixk^ Ignatius ^ we are bearers of God, we alfo fliall be ena-

bled to fay with him, when led to the devouring lions, Now
I begin to be a difciple of Christ.

But it is time for me,

9

Secondly^ To make fome practical improvement of what has

been delivered. You have heard in what fenfe it is that real

chriftians are " the temple of the living God.'* Shall I a{k.

Believe ye thefe things f I know and am perfuaded that fome

of you do indeed believe them, not becaufe I have told you,

but becaufe you yourfelves have experienced the fame.

I congratulate you from my inmoft foul. O that your

hearts may be in tune this day to " magnify the Lord," and

your fpirits prepared to *' rejoice ia God your Saviour."

Like the Virgin Mary^ you are highly favoured, and from

henceforth all the generations of God*s people fl^iall call you

blefied. You can call Christ, Lord, by the Holy Ghoft,

and thereby have an internal, as well as external evidence of

the divinity, both ofhisperfon, and of his holy word. Yoa
S 4 caa
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can now prove that defpifedj book, emphatically called The
Scriptures, doth contain the perfed and acceptable will of

God. You have found the fecond Jdam to be a quickening^

fpirit ; He hath raifed you from death to life. And being-

thus taught, and born of God, however unlearned in other

refpeds, you can fay, " Is not this the Christ ?" O in-

effable blefTing ! inconceivable privilege ! God's fpirit wit*

nefleth with your fpirits, that you are the children of God,
When you think of this, are you not ready to cry out with,

the beloved difciple, '^ What manner of love is this, that we
fhould be called the children of God !" I believe that holy

man was in an extafy when he wrote thcfe words ; and tho'

he has been in heaven To long, yet his extatic furprize is but

now beginning, and will be but as beginning through the ages

of eternity. Thus Ihall it be with all you likewifs, whom
the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, hath made his

living temples. For He hath fealed you to the day of redemp-

tion, and hath given you the earneft of your future inheri-

tance. His eyes and heart ihall therefore be upon you con-

tinually : and in fpite of all oppofition from men or devils,

the top-ftone of this fpirituaul building Ihall be brought forth,

and you fhall fhout Grace, grace unto it : your bodies Ihall

be fafhioned like unto the Redeemer's glorious body, and

your fouls, in which (O infyiite condefcenrion !) He now de-

lights to dwell, fhall be filled with all the fulnefs of God,
You (liall then go no more out ; you fhall then no more

need the light of the fun or the light of the moon, for the-

Lord himfelf will be your temple, and the Lamb in the midft

thereof fhall be your glory. Dearly beloved in the Lord,

what fay you to thefe things ? Do not your hearts burn

within you whilft thinking of thefe deep, but glorious truths

of God. Whilft I am muiing, and fpeaking of them, me-

tiiinks a fire kindles even in this cold, icy heart of mine : O^

what fhall we render unto the Lord for all thefe mercies [

Surely He hath done great things for us : How great is his.

goodnefs, and his bounty ! O the heiglnh, the depth, the

length, and the breadth of the love of God ! Surely it pafiethr

knowledge. O for humility ! and a foul-abafing, GoD-ex-

ahing fenfe of thefe things 1 When the bleficd virgin went

6 into
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into the hill country, to pay a vifit to her coufin EUzaheth^

amazed at fuch a favour, (he cried out, " Whence is it that

the mother of my Lord vouchfafes to come to me ?" And
when the great Jehovah filled the temple vi'ith his glory, out

of the abundance of his heart, king Solomon burft forth into

this pathetic exclamation, " But u^ill God in very deed dwell

with men on the earth ?" With how much greater aftonifli-

ment ought we to fay. And will the Lord himfelf in very

deed come to us ? Will the high and lofty One that inha-

biteth eternity, dwell in, and make our earthly hearts his li-

ving temples ? My brethren, whence is this ? From any

iitnefs in us forefeen ? No, I know you difclaim fuch an un-

becoming thought. Was it then from the improvement of

our own free-will ? No, I am perfuaded you will not thus

debafe the riches of God*s free grace. Are you not all ready

to fay. Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy free, thy un-

merited, thy fovereign, diftinguifiiing love and mercy, O
Lord, be all the glory. It is this, and this alone, hath made

the difference between us and others. We have nothing but

what is freely given us froni above : if we love God, it is

becaufe God firit loved us. Let us look then unto the rock

from whence we have been hewn, and the hole of the pit

from whence we have been digged. And if there be any con-

folation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowfhip

of the fpirit, if any bowels and mercies, let us fludy and

llrive to walk as becometh thofe who are made the temples

of the living God, or, as the apoftle elfewhere exprefleth him-

felf, <« a holy temple unto the Lord." What manner of

perfons ought fuch to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs ?

How holily and how purely fliould we live ! As our apoftle

argues in another place, " For what fellowfhip hath righte-

oufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ? What communion hath light

with darknefs ? Or v/hat concord hath CnaisT with Belial f

"

Shall thofe who are temples of the living God, fufFcr them-

felves to be dens of thieves and cages of unclean birds ?

Shall vain unchafte thoughts be fuffered to dwell within

them ? much lefs fhall any thing that is impure be conceived

or adled by them ? Shall v/e provoke the Lord to jealoufy ?

Gqd forbid 1 We all know v/ith what diftinguifncd ardor

our
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our blefTed Redeemer purged an earthly temple ; a zeal for

bis father's houfe even cat him up : with what a holy vehe-

mence did he overturn the tables of the money-changers, and

fcourge the buyers and fellers out before him I Why ? They
made his father's houfe a houfe of merchandife : they had

turned the houfe of prayer into a den of thieves.

O my brethren, how often have you and I been guilty of

this great evil ? Hovi^ often have the luft of the flefti, the luft

of the eye, and the pride of life, infenfibly ftolen away our

hearts from God ? Once they were indeed houfes of prayer

;

faith, hope, love, peace, joy, and all the other fruits of the

blefTed Spirit lodged within them ; but now, O now, it may

be, thieves and robbers.. Hinc tllce hchrymce. Hence thofe

hidings of God's face, that drynefs, and deadnefs, and bar-

rennefs of foul, thofe wearifome nights and days, which many

of us have felt from time to time, and have been made to

groan under. Hence thofe dolorous and heart-breaking com-

plaints, " O that I knew where I might find him ! G that

it was with me as in days of old, when the candle of the

Lord (hone bright upon my foul !'' Hence thofe domeftic

trials, thofe perfonal lofTes and difappointments : and to this

perhaps fome of us may add, hence all thofe public rebukes

with which we have been vifited : they are all only as fo

many fcourges of fmall cords in the loving Redeemer's hands,

to fcourge the buyers and fellers out of the temple of our

hearts. O that we may know the rod and who hath ap-

pointed it I He hath chaftifed us with whips: may we be

wife, and by a more clofeand circumfpe<Sl: walk prevent his

chaftifing us in time to come with fcorpions ! But who is

fufficient for this thing ? None but thou, O Lord, to whom
alone all hearts are open, all defires known, and from whom

no fecrets are hidden ! CIcanfe thou therefore the thoughts

of our hearts by the infpiration of thy blefled Spirit, that

henceforward we may more perfectly love thee, and more

wonhily magnify thy holy name 1

But are not fome of you ready to object, and to fear, that

the Lord hath forgotten to be gracious, that he hath (hut

up
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wp bis loving kindnefs in difplcafure, and that he will be no
more entreated ? Thus the pfalmift once thought, when vi-

lited for his backflidings with God's heavy hand. But he

acknowledged this to be his infirmity; and whether you think

of it or no, I tell you, this is your infirmity, O ye dejected,

defponding, diftruftful fouls, hear ye the word of the Lord,
and call to mind his wonderful declarations of old to his peo-

ple. " I, even I am He that blotteth out thy tranfgrefTions

:

for a fmall moment have I forfaken thee, but with everlafting

mercies v/ill I gather thee. Can a woman forget her fuck-

ing child ? Yes fhe may, but the Lord will not forget you,

ye of little faith, For as a father pitieth his own chil-

dren, fo doth the Lord pity them that fear him. How {hall

1 give thee up, O Ephraim? How fhall I make thee as Admah?
How fhall I fet thee 2iS Zeboim?'' And what is the re-

fult of all thefe interrogations ? " My repentings are kind-

led together : I will not return to execute the fiercenefs of my
anger againft Ephraim : For 1 am God, and not man." And
is not the language of all thefe endearing paflages, like that

of Jofepb to his felf-convicted, troubled brethren ? " Come
near to me." O that it may be faid of you, as it is faid of

them, " And they came near unto him." Then fhould you
find by happy experience, that the Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, is indeed flow to anger and of great

kindnefs, and repenteth him of the evil. Who knows but

he may come down this day, this hour, nay this mo-
ment, and fuddenly revifit the temple of your hearts } Who
knows but he may revive his work in your precious fouls,

caufe you to return to your firft love, help you to do your

firfl works, and even exceed your hopes, and caufe the glory

of this fecond vifitation even to furpafs that glory which filled

your hearts, in that happy, never to be forgotten day, in

which he firfl vouchfafed to make you his living temples ?

Even fo, Father, let it feem good in thy fight !

But the improvem.ent of our fubje6l mufl not end here.

Hitherto I have been giving bread to the children ; anc' it is

my meat and drink fo to do : but mult nothing be faid to

tbofe of you who are without ? I mean to fuch who cannot

yet
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yet fay, that they are " the temple of the living God.**

And O how great^ put you all together, may the number of

you be : by far, in all probability, the greateft part of this

auditory. Say not I am uncharitable ; the God of truthj

hath faid it, " Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,

which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." Suffer

me to fpeak plainly to you, my brethren ; you have heard

what his been faid upon the words of our text, and what
muft be wrought in us, ere we can truly fay that we are

*' the temple of the living God." Is it fo with you ? Are ye

feparated from the world and worldly tempers ? Are your

hearts become houfes of prayer ? Doth the Spirit of GcD
dwell in your fouls ? and whether you eat or drink, or what-

foever you do, as to the habitual bent of your minds, do

you do all to the glory of God ? Thefe are fhort, but plain,

and let me tell you very important queftions. What anfvver

can you make to them } Say not, " Go thy way, and at a

more convenient feafon I will call for thee." I will not, I

muft not fuffer you to put me off fo ; I demand an anfwer in

the name of the Lord of Hofts. What fay ye ? Methinks,

I hear you fay. We have been dedicated to God in baptifm,

we go to church or meeting, we fay our prayers, repeat our

creeds, or have fubfcribed the articles, and the confeflion of

faith ; we are quite orthodox, and great friends to the doc-

trines of grace ; we do no body any harm, we are honefl mo-
ral people, we are churc-hmembers, we keep up family-

prayer, and conftantly go to the table of the Lord." All

thefe things are ggod in their places.. But thus far, nay

much farther may ycu go, and yet be far from the kingdom
of God. The unprofitable fervant did no one any harm;
and the foolifli virgins had a lamp of an outward profefiion,

and went up even to heaven's gate, calling Christ, " Lord,

Lord." Thefe things may make you whited fepulchres, but

r.ot " the temples of the living God." Alas ! Alas ! one
thing you yet lack, the one chief thing, and without which
all is nothing ; I mean the indwelling of GoD*s bleffed Spi-

rit, without which you can never b-^come " the temples of

the living Gou."

Awake
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Awake therefore, ye deceived formallfls, awake ; who,
vainly puffed up with your model of performances, boaftingly

cry out, " The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord,
the temple of the Lord are we." Awake, ye outward-court

worftiippers : ye are building on a iandy foundation : take

heed left you alfo go to hell by the very door of heaven. Be-

hold, and remember, I have told you before.

And as for you who have done none of thefe things, who
inftead of making an outward profeffion of religion, have as

it were renounced your baptifm, proclaim your fin like So»

dorriy and wilfully and daringly live as without God in the

world ; I a(k you, how can you think to efcape, if you perfift

in negleding I'uch a great falvation. Verily, I (houid utterly

defpair of your ever attaining the blefTed privilege of being

temples of the living God, did I not hear of thousands, who
through the grace of God have been tranflated from a like

flate of darknefs into his marvellous light. Such, fays the

apoftle Paul^ writing to thefe very Corinthiaits who were now
God's living temples, (drunkards, whoremongers, adulterers,

and fuch like) " fuch were fome of you. But ye are walhed,

but ye are fandtified, but ye are juftified in the name of the

Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.'* O that the

fame blefled Spirit may this day vouchfafe to come and pluck

you alfo as brands out of the burning ! Behold, I warn yoa

to flee from the wrath to come. Go home, and meditate on

thefe things; and think whether it is not infinitely better,

even here, to be temples of the living God, than to be bond-

flaves to every brutifli luft, and to be led captive by the de-

vil at his will. The Lord Jesus can, and if you fly to

him for refuge, he will fet your fouls at liberty. He hath

led captivicy captive, he hath afcended up on high, on pur-

pofe to receive this gift of the blefled Spirit of God for men,
*' even for the rebellious,'* that he might dwell in your hearts

by faith here, and thereby prepare you to dwell with Him
and all the heavenly hoft in his kingdom hereafter.

That this may be the happy lot of you all, may God of

his infinite mercy grant, for the fake of his dear Son Christ

Jesus
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JEsvs our Lord ; to whom with the Father, and the blc/TcJ

Spirit, three perfons, but one God, be afcribed all power,

might, majcfty, and dominion, now and for evermore.

Amen ! and Amen !

SERMON


